74	How to know the Indian Waders.
The bill is claret tipped with black, the eyes yellow, and
the feet bright red. Altogether this bird is a sort of boil-
ed-down and concentrated edition of the other.
This is only an occasional visitant to India, turning up
occasionally at the Sambhar lake— a great winter resort
of the other species—at any time of the year. They may
drop eggs with us, but are not known to breed here, their
real home being Eastern Africa and Madagascar. Any
zoological garden would welcome this species, as it is very
rare in captivity, even if it has been exhibited at all.
the cranes (gruidce).
Few birds are more interesting than Cranes ; their grace-
ful beauty appeals to anyone who has the least percep-
tion of form and colour ; their quaint habits and well-
marked traits of character and disposition make them
interesting to watch; and, finally, they will try the
sportsman's patience to the uttermost if he would circum-
vent them, and furnish him, in many cases, with an ex*
cellent dish if his wiles are successful.
The cranes form a small family of sixteen species ; they
are often confounded with the storks and herons, in the
other section, but present certain very obvious charac-
ters of their own. It is true, that like the other big waders
mentioned, they are tall birds with long bills, necks, and
legs, large broad wings, and short tails. But in the
head and foot, looked at closely, differences are at once
apparent. The Crane's bill is never so big and strong as
the stork's or heron's; the gape of the mouth is not so
wide, the corner of the mouth coming just below the
forehead, whereas in the stork the mouth runs back
nearly to the eye, and in the heron even beyond this.
Moreover, the nostrils of storks and herons are set at the
base of the bill as in most birds; in cranes they are
much more forward—quite in the middle.

